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SUBJECT: Awards Programs Sponsored by Civilian Organizations

Purpose: To provide information on five award programs sponsored by civilian organizations.

(1) Ten Outstanding Young Americans (TOYA) Awards Program.   The TOYA Awards Program, sponsored by the Jaycees, seeks to recognize and honor ten Americans each year who exemplify the best attributes of the Nations young people, aged 21 through 39.  Winners are selected based on their achievements or contributions in at least three of the following areas: personal improvement or accomplishments; financial success or economic innovation; social improvement to major contemporary problems; philanthropic contribution or voluntary service; political or government service; scientific or technological reform; cultural achievement (literature, history, education, arts); academic leadership or accomplishment; moral and religious leadership; athletic accomplishments; success in the influence of public opinion; and any other important contribution to the community, state, or nation.  A message is transmitted annually in February announcing the Army's participation in the program.  A special Army Decorations Board (ADB) reviews nominations submitted by the major Army commands.  The ADB votes on all nominations, using the Jaycees' judging guidelines.  The votes are tallied and the nominations are then ranked in the "Order of Merit Listing" and then forward to the Jaycees' for final selection process.  The Jaycees provides the recipient and one guest with transportation and lodging for the purpose of attending a special recognition ceremony in Washington, D.C.

(2) GEICO Military Service Award.  This program recognizes military enlisted members (E4 through E9) from each of the military services for their contributions to the military and/or civilian communities in any one of the following three areas: Drug and Alcohol Prevention, Fire Prevention and Fire Safety; and Traffic Safety and Accident Prevention.  Soldiers selected for recognition by the GEICO selection committee receive a plaque and a $2,500 cash award to recognize the significance of their accomplishments.  Additionally, GEICO provides the soldier and spouse with the cost of transportation and lodging for the purpose of attending a special recognition ceremony in Washington, D.C.  Winners are granted permissive TDY in accordance with AR 600-810, to attend the ceremony.  A message is transmitted annually in August to announce the Army's participation in this program.  Nominations submitted by the major Army Decorations Board comprised of Sergeants Major.  The board selects a nominee from each of the three categories.  The results are forwarded to GEICO for the final selection process.  The ceremony normally takes place in April and May of the following year.

(3)  NCOA Military Vanguard Award.  This award recognizes a NCO from each of the uniformed services for acts of heroism.  The award, named in honor of Corporal Alvin C. York, is the highest military award presented by the NCOA.  This recognition is made to honor those individuals who have performed a particular heroic act that resulted in the saving of a life or the prevention of serious injury.  Nominees for this award must be in a pay grade E-4 through E-9 and serving on active duty or as a member of the Reserve or National Guard during the period of the heroic act performed.  Annually, in March, the Army convenes a board of Sergeants Major to select a nominee form soldiers who were awarded the Soldier's Medal during the previous calendar year.  The nomination is then forwarded to the Sergeant Major of the Army for final approval and then forwarded to NCOA headquarters for the final selection process.  The ceremony takes place at the NCOA's Annual International Convention in summer of the same year.  The selected recipient and one family member are the guests of the NCOA at the convention.  The selectee's individual service normally pays the travel expenses for the selectee's travel to and from the convention.  NCOA pays travel expenses for the selectee's family member to attend the convention.  During the period of the convention NCOA  pays the hotel accommodations and meals at the hotel for the selectee and family member.  The selectee is also provided $150 for incidental expenses.

(4)  American Legion's Spirit of Service Award.   This award recognizes a member from each of the Services, E-5 and below, for outstanding military performance and volunteer service performed off-duty in a local community.  The award is presented by the American Legion's National Commander at the annual national convention.  Travel and lodging expenses, within the continental United States, are provided by the American Legion.  Winners are granted permissive TDY in accordance with AR 600-8-10.  The nominations submitted by the major Army commands are reviewed by a special Army Decorations Board, comprised of Sergeants Major.  The winner from this review is forwarded to the American Legion for the final selection process.


(5) Retired Enlisted Association (TREA) Awards.  This award recognizes one enlisted service member from each of the uniformed services for acts of heroism.  This recognition is made to honor those individuals who have performed a particularly heroic act that resulted in the saving of a life or the prevention of serious injury.  All selectees will receive an award at the annual award ceremony in San Diego, California.  TREA provides air transportation and hotel accommodations for each award ceremony in San Diego, California.  TREA provides air transportation and hotel accommodations for each award recipient and their guest.   The Sergeant Major of the Army or designated representative is present for this ceremony. 


(6) Tuskegee Airmen, INC (TAI) Awards. This award recognizes outstanding military members (active, reserve, and national guard), from each of the military services, who epitomize the pursuit of excellence in their chosen career fields.  Four awards recognizing outstanding achievements are presented in the following caterogories: junior enlisted, senior enlisted, company grade, and field grade military members.  The award is sponsored by the USAF and will be presented at the Co-convention of Tuskegee Airmen, INC. and the Organization of Black Airline Pilots in Atlanta, Georgia.  Travel expenses and hotel accommodations for awardees will be paid by their MACOM.
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