THE CAPTAINS CAREER COURSE

As we remain involved in OIF and OEF, the assignment process is also affected by operations abroad.  With the implementation of Stop Move and Stop Loss, some locations are not available as assignment options.  Additionally, some officers are going to the Captains Career Course later due to deployments and are concerned that they are behind their peers by attending later.  The Captains Career Course and detachment command are prerequisites for branch qualification and promotion to major.  Officers become eligible for promotion to major during their 10th year of active federal commissioned service (AFCS).  For example, officers in cohort year group ’94 are eligible for major in Apr 04.  If an officer is promoted to captain after 3 ½ years of AFCS, he or she has ample time before the Major Promotion Board to attend FICCC and command.  Deferring attendance for a year to complete a deployment in support of OIF or OEF will not put you behind your peers.  The deployment experience you gain will only enhance your professional development.  
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Many of our officers have deployed or will deploy.  I encourage you to share your experiences with your fellow Finance Officers.  We can learn from the experiences of other branches, but there are Finance specific lessons learned that will not only help a deploying unit but also help the Finance Corps provide better support.  If you have an article you want to add to the branch homepage, contact CPT Sean Ryan, our Future Readiness Officer (sean.ryan@hoffman.army.mil).

BRANCH QUALIFIED CAPTAINS

I routinely discuss assignment options and career plans with many of our lieutenants and captains.  If you have a question about your career path, I encourage you to contact me.  I have received requests for assignments at non-traditional locations (for example Florida, California, and Puerto Rico).  When assignments open at these locations, each branch receives an allocation to fill.  However, the assignments usually require branch qualified captains (officers that have completed FICCC and detachment command).  The best way to get to one of these locations is to complete branch qualification.  I caution you not to focus heavily on an assignment at one of these locations.  In order for us to assign you to a location, there has to be a vacancy.  If you are in command and planning your next assignment, remember you are in one of the most important jobs you will ever have while in the Army.  Enjoy it.
